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Thank you for joining us for worship today! We are honored that you are with us. We pray that 

the Word of God you hear will strengthen your faith and increase your love for the Lord! Please 

fill out a “Welcome to Worship” card (found in the hymnal racks) and place it in an offering 

plate, located near the sanctuary doors, as you leave worship. If you are a guest, know that we 

are thankful you have joined us and hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

To prepare for worship, read through the service focus and the Scripture readings. Ponder the 

words of the Psalm of the Day. Spend time in prayer, using the prayers on the inside cover of 

the hymnal or on pages 255-258. For those intending to receive the Lord’s Supper, read through 

the “Christian Questions” on pages 295-296. Consider reading through portions of the Small 

Catechism on pages 286-293. 

 

 

Today the Church marks the passing of yet another Church Year, waiting for our Lord to return. 

Jesus said he would return soon. However, the definition of “soon” for the One who has no 

beginning or end will naturally differ from ours. While we cannot be certain when the day of 

fulfillment will come, we are completely confident of what that day will bring. No matter how 

many years we must mark, we watch with eager anticipation, and we pray, “Amen! Come, Lord 

Jesus” (Revelation 22:20). 

 

Presiding Minister: Pastor Kirk Lahmann  

Preacher: Pastor Kenneth Rodrigue  

Accompanist: Cindy Klink (Sunday), Stephen Radsek (Monday) 

 

Today’s service is adapted from Christian Worship: Hymnal, © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House, p. 172 – “The Service, 

Setting Two.” Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. 

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 

2022 Concordia Publishing House. The Prayer of the Church is reprinted from Praying with the Readings… © Paul C. 

Stratman. Used with permission. The Closing Collect is reprinted from Now and Forever: Contemporary Collects…, © Paul C. 

Stratman. Used with permission.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my 

thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved 

others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my 

Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: 

God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, merciful Father, you have appointed your Son as judge of the living and the dead. 

Enable us to wait for the day of his return with our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for your 

own from the foundation of the world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 
1:1 The threatening oracle which the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
2 How long, LORD, must I cry for help, but you do not listen? I call out to you, “Violence!” 

but you do not save! 3 Why do you cause me to see injustice? Why do you overlook misery? 

Devastation and violence confront me. There is strife, and tensions rise. 
2:1 I will stand at my watch post and station myself on the city wall. I will look to see what he 

will say to me, and what answer he will give to my complaint. 
2 Then the LORD answered me. He said: 

Record the vision and write it plainly on tablets so that a herald may run with it. 
3 Indeed, the vision is waiting for the appointed time. It longs for fulfillment and will not 

prove false. If it seems slow in coming, wait for it, because it will certainly come and will not be 

delayed. 
4 Look, his soul is puffed up and is not righteous within him—but the righteous one will live 

by his faith. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 

 

 

 
6 The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God who 

inspires the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take 

place.” 
7 “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy written 

in this scroll.” 
8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen 

them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 9 But he 

said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your fellow prophets and 

with all who keep the words of this scroll. Worship God!” 
10 Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this scroll, because the 

time is near. 11 Let the one who does wrong continue to do wrong; let the vile person continue to 

be vile; let the one who does right continue to do right; and let the holy person continue to be 

holy.” 
12 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according 

to what they have done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning 

and the End.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
35 “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like servants waiting for 

their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can 

immediately open the door for him. 37 It will be good for those servants whose master finds 

them watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will have them 

recline at the table and will come and wait on them. 38 It will be good for those servants whose 

master finds them ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night or toward daybreak. 39 But 

understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 

would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, because the Son of Man 

will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 

Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord of glory, Light of the nations, King eternal, you sit on high in glory. Your kingdom will 

have no end.  

We wait for you, O Lord, we wait for you. In your Word we put our hope. 

  

Build us up in our most holy faith, keep us in your grace and move us to reach out to others in 

love. Give us patience, endurance and faithfulness as we wait for your glorious return. 

We wait for you, O Lord, we wait for you. In your Word we put our hope. 

  

Fill our hearts with urgency since the world in its present form is passing away and many do 

not know of the coming judgment. Move us to speak the truth in love and to share our faith 

with those who are perishing. 

We wait for you, O Lord, we wait for you. In your Word we put our hope. 

  



 

Give strength and diligence to those who serve as your watchmen: pastors, elders and other 

leaders in the church, parents and Christian friends. Keep all your people faithful and watchful 

in these last days. 

We wait for you, O Lord, we wait for you. In your Word we put our hope. 

  

Hold out the hope of life eternal for those who have little hope in this world, those who live 

with chronic sickness, those who suffer in sadness, and the dying. Give healing and relief in 

your time.  Give patience as they wait for your deliverance. 

We wait for you, O Lord, we wait for you. In your Word we put our hope. 

  

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, you alone heal the wounds of our sins, and you show 

constant goodness in the Land of the Living. Grant that we may serve you faithfully with a quiet 

mind in this world, and going forth in your love, may praise and bless you forever in the world 

to come; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise.  



 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who preserves his 

Church to the end of time, when he will come again as king to judge all people and take his 

own to glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the world 

and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of 

your Son, Jesus Christ. 

  

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, even 

death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse and 

penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. He 

conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, 

death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear 

our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which 

is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 

my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Son of Man, you told your disciples to be ready and watchful for your return. Cover us with 

your righteousness that we may live by faith and be ready for service when you come; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, alt.  Tune: Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799   Setting: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958, alt. 


